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Is Beauty A Fault? : Investigation into the
Moderator of Race and the Difference
between Male and Female Market

CHia-CHing TSAI, Crin-Hsiang CHANG

ABSTRACT

Bower (2001) indicated that using highly attractive models for the products targeting the female would
damage the advertising effectivess. In this study, we investigate if it will have the same result for the
products targeting the male. In the mean time, we take the race of models into consideration.

In the present study, we found that for the female target market, highly attractive models cause better
advertising effect than moderate ones except using black race of models. However, for the male target market,
highly attractive models cause better advertising effect than moderate ones when using white and black races of
models (different race from the subjects); highly attractive models cause worse advertising effect than
moderate ones when using yellow race of models (the same race with the subjects).

Keywords: physical attractiveness of models, race of models, male target market, advertising
effectiveness
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