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The Impacts of Humorous Advertising and
Message Framing on the Advertising
Preference - The Moderating Effect of Fear
Appeals

YaonaN LIN, Yu-SHan TSAO, YI-CHune LIN

ABSTRACT

This study attempts to assess the impact of three humorous advertising categories (cognitive humor,
affective humor, and social humor) and message framing (positively framed messages and negatively framed
messages) on advertising preference. Fear appeals (high and low) was used as the moderate variable. The
researcher developed several printed ads in different categories of humorous appeals. According to the expert
judgments, some representative ads were chosen as materials for the formal study. A total of 180 respondents
participated in this study. An experimental method was used in this study, and data were analyzed by
performing 3-way ANOVA. There are some major findings in this study: (1) The ads of cognitive humor and
social humor have higher advertising preference than the ads of affective humor; (2) The positively framed
messages and negatively framed messages have no differences in advertising preference; (3) High fear appeals
and low fear appeals have no differences in advertising preference; (4) Under low fear appeals, the ads of
cognitive humor and social humor have higher advertising preference than the ads of affective humor; Under
high fear appeals, the ads of cognitive humor, social humor, and affective humor have no differences in
advertising preference;(5) Under low fear appeals, The ads with negatively framed messages have higher
advertising preference than the ads with positively framed messages; Under high fear appeals, The ads with

positively framed messages or negatively framed messages have no differences in advertising preference.

Keywords: hmorous advertising, message framing, fear appeals, advertising preference
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